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General meeting Minutes 
April 22, 2010 

 
Place –  Freed Montrose Branch Library 
 
Presiding: Marcus Duffel, President 
 
Officers – John Dascoulias, Vice President 
 
Special Guests - City Of Houston Representatives  
  Nelson Espitia, Director of Citizen's Assistance office 

Conya Barreras, Community Liaison for Citizen’s Assistance office 
Moh'd Warrad, Public Works 
Lindsay Lanagan, Mayor’s Office 

 
General Business: 
 
The above referenced City of Houston representatives each 
spoke about their role within the city and how they interface 
with the citizens of Houston.  The primary focus of the 
presentation was the process for having the streets repaired in 
the WAMM area.   
 
Basically the process involves obtaining 75% of the abutting 
property owners to sign a petition form.  The 75% is based on 
linear feet not the total amount of houses.  The petition is then 
filed with the city and if approved the WAMM area is added to 
the Neighborhood Street Reconstruction (NSR) waiting list. A 
10 -12-year wait is not uncommon.  The requirement for the area 
residents to pay a percentage of the street improvement costs 
has been removed. 
 
Another important change to the NSR process is that petition 
applications will be evaluated on “need” and “condition”, not 
just position on the waiting list. Tony Tamborella, a resident of 
WAMM located in the 3600 block of Yupon, made a strong case 
for a close inspection of our streets by Public Works. The 
Public Works representative Mohammed Warrad agreed to tour 
the streets with WAMM representatives to assess the condition 
of each street prior to submission of the petition. The street 
inspection survey is scheduled during the month of May.  
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Conya Barreras, Community Liaison for the Citizen’s Assistance 
office spoke about her role in assisting individual residents and 
Civic Associations navigate the various City Departments.  She 
stressed the importance of first dialing 311 to report the 
issue, and most importantly obtaining a project or complaint 
reference number. Once that reference number is obtained then 
WAMM residents can contact her directly to speak to the 
situation.  Her contact information as well as all COH staff in 
attendance is at the end of the document. 
 
Marcus Duffel reported on the status of the challenge to the 
validity of the WAMM Deed Restrictions by Annunciation 
Orthodox School (AOS).  The City of Houston legal department 
reviewed the position as outlined by the attorney for AOS and 
has taken the position that the WAMM Deed Restrictions are 
valid and will defend the WAMM DR’s if necessary. 
 
This discussion centers on the request by AOS to add 
additional parking to the 3617 Yoakum property, which they 
purchased with the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church in 
2007.  The property is currently deed restricted and prohibits 
vacant lots being used as parking lots.  Marcus Duffel was to 
meet with AOS the next day and asked those in attendance if 
anyone had an objection to the parking expansion.  Those in 
attendance raised no objections. 
 
Marcus Duffel then reported on the financial condition of 
WAMM.  Banking has been consolidated to the IBC Bank on 
Montrose.  The invoice for the law firm hired in 2009 to assess 
the AOS situation has been paid, and all other obligations are 
current.  The WAMM account is now at $1,289.72.  Less than 20 
residents have paid their 2010 annual dues.  Marcus Duffel 
urged those in attendance to recruit their neighbors to join 
WAMM, and at the very least join the WAMM Yahoo Groups to 
keep in touch with events in the area. 
 
Marcus Duffel asked for volunteers to take the vacant WAMM 
officer positions of Secretary and treasurer.  No volunteers 
came forward so the WAMM officer positions of Secretary and 
Treasurer remain vacant. 
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A brief update was made on the Wilshire Apartment site located 
at Dunleavy and W. Alabama.  The site has been purchased by 
HEB and plans for a new food market are in progress.  WAMM 
has joined other local Civic Associations in requesting a formal 
traffic Impact Analysis be conducted on W. Alabama, Dunleavy 
and the surrounding area.  Sue Lovell, an area resident, and 
our At-Large Councilwoman, chairs the Committee that overseas 
these issues.  
 
The meeting was adjoined at 7:00. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
City of Houston Staff in attendance 
 
Moh'd Warrad 
Senior Engineer 
Public Works and Engineering 
Phone: 713-837-7631 
Email: mohd.warrad@cityofhouston.net <mailto:mohd.warrad@cityofhouston.net>  
  
Conya Barreras 
Community Liaison 
Mayor's Office of Citizens Assistance 
Phone: (713) 572-4002 
Email: Conya.Barreras@cityofhouston.net <mailto:Conya.Barreras@cityofhouston.net>  
  
Nelson Espitia 
Director 
Mayor's Office of Citizens Assistance 
Phone: 832-393-0945 
Email: Cecilia.Ortiz@cityofhouston.net 
 
Lindsay Lanagan 
Assistant to Deputy Chief of Staff 
Mayor's Office 
Work: (832) 393-1012 
Email: Lindsay.Lanagan@houstontx.gov 
<mailto:Lindsay.Lanagan@houstontx.gov>  


